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Gardening for Birds - Feline Predators

No matter how attractive your yard is to birds and other wildlife, the presence of even one 
housecat roaming free sharply reduces its value and safety, from the perspective of the birds you 
want as residents and visitors. Cats can be sweet and even cuddly human companions though that 
doesnôt alter in any way the simple fact that cats are instinctively predators of birds and smaller 
mammals and reptiles. 

Bird-lovers tend not to talk much about cat predation, likely because there is no easy solution 
and also because we typically donôt observe cats in 
the act of capturing and killing birds and smaller 
mammals. The latter reason is simply explained by 
the ñout-of-sight, out-of-mindò rationale. Iôve had cat 
owners tell me that they donôt believe their cat would 
ever harm a bird.  

Unfortunately, the problem is not going to fade. The 
growing U.S. cat population is impossible to measure 
but is probably well over 100 million, including both 
pets and feral cats. As we know, the U.S. bird population has been in decline for decades and a 
2013 study published in Nature Communications estimated that between 1.3 and 4 billion 
American birds are killed each year by cats. If only birds could talk our language, they would 
tell us of their sheer terror and shortened live expectancy due to the abundance of outdoor cats 
and maybe they would beg us to help. 

Although feral cats (those without owners) represent the greatest threat to birds and other 
wildlife, there are millions of well-fed housecats whose owners allow them to roam outside for 
part of each day or night. Their instinct is to hunt prey even when not hungry. Birds are so 
delicate that even if they are not killed from a cat attack (as most are), they are likely badly 
injured. Additionally, the American Bird Conservancy states that birds that survive a cat attack 
may die from infection, due to the high amount of bacteria in cat saliva. 

Most communities have ordinances that prohibit unsupervised dogs; what if we had similar 
ordinances for unsupervised cats that had a high level of acceptance and were enforced? Bird 
conservation experts believe this idea offers the best long-term hope to reduce the predation; 
however, I donôt expect that idea to gain much public support in my lifetime. 

So, what can Lycoming Auduboners do to help reduce the problem of cat predation? 

ǒ If you are a cat owner (as I am), be a responsible one.

continued on page 7...
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https://www.nature.com/articles/ncomms2380?WT.mc_id=FBK_NCOMMS#abstract


https://abcbirds.org/strategies/solutions-for-indoor-cats/
https://abcbirds.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Cats-Birds-and-You-Brochure_2022.pdf
https://abcbirds.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/WhattoDo2011.pdf
https://now.tufts.edu/2013/07/08/cat-eat-bird-world
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